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mix dating back to second cen-

tury AD. He quoted some experts

who said that Lime-Surkhi was

introduced in the Gangetic plains

in the second century. 

Fourteen appeals have been

filed in the SC against the 2010

Allahabad high court judgment

that the 2.77-acre disputed land in

Ayodhya be partitioned equally

among Sunni Waqf Board, Nir-

mohi Akhara and representa-

tives of Ram Lalla Virajman.

The bench is headed by Chief

Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi and

comrpises justices SA Bobde, DY

Chandrachud, Ashok Bhushan

and SA Nazeer.

On Thursday, Vaidyanathan

In India, there is no rule on

judges recusing themselves from

cases. It is their personal choice.

However, it is usually based on

sound reasons which the judge is

not bound to disclose. Ethically a

judge should not hear a case if

either party is a past client.

Secretary General of the

Supreme Court did not respond to

queries on the matter. 

On Thursday, justice Bhat was

sitting with justices Arun Mishra

and Vineet Saran when the

appeal came up for hearing

before the bench. Justice Mishra,

being the senior most judge,

headed the bench. Justice Bhat

wished not to be part of the bench

hearing the appeal and gave no

reasons for the recusal.

When Navlakha’s lawyer, sen-

Sheena Bora, in 2012. Both have

been under judicial custody since

their arrest in 2015.

At present, Indrani is lodged in

Byculla women’s prison while

Peter has been kept at the Arthur

Road jail in central Mumbai.

After several rounds of discus-

sion, the coupled had signed a

consent term and moved a formal

plea for divorce by mutual con-

PAK VIOLATES 
CEASEFIRE 
ALONG LOC
JAMMU:  Pakistan army 
continued ceasefire 
violation by resorting to 
heavy mortar shelling and 
heavy firing targeting 
civilian areas along the  
border in Rajouri, Poonch 
and Kathua districts of 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
officials said on Thursday. 
Pakistan army resorted to 
heavy  firing and mortar 
shelling targeting dozens 
of villages and forward 
posts along the LoC in 
Shahpur and Gotriya on 
Wednesday night which 
continued till Thursday 
morning, they said.

BOAT CAPSIZES IN 
BENGAL, 3 DEAD, 
SEVERAL MISSING
KOLKATA: At least three people 
died and more than eight went 
missing after a boat capsized in 
the overflowing Mahananda river 
in West Bengal’s Malda district on 
Thursday. The river is in spate 
because of heavy rains in the 
region. The Malda district admin-
istration rushed a team of rescue 
operators and policemen to the 
spot. Till 10 pm, 15 passengers of 
the capsized boat were rescued 
and taken to a local hospital. The 
passengers and local people 
alleged that the boat was 
overloaded. “Rescue operations 
are on and speed boats have been 
deployed to look for the missing 
passengers,” a district police 
officer said.

NEW DELHI:  Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina arrived 
here on a four-day visit on 
Thursday and will hold talks with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to 
deepen bilateral cooperation in 
areas such as trade and connec-
tivity. After arriving here in the 
morning, Hasina took part in the 
World Economic Forum’s ‘Country 
Strategy Dialogue--Bangladesh’. 
She will inaugurate the India 
Bangladesh Business Forum and 
participate in the closing plenary 
of the WEF. On Saturday, the 
Bangladeshi prime minister will 
hold talks with her Indian coun-
terpart following which the two 
sides will sign agreements. The 
two prime ministers will also 
jointly inaugurate three bilateral 
projects via video link.

B’DESH PM 
BEGINS 4-DAY 
INDIA VISIT

Ayodhya title suit hearing.

Justice Ramana assured Sibal

that he would forward the

request to the CJI for urgent list-

ing so that it could be taken up on

Friday. Sibal asked for an imme-

diate hearing as the court shuts

down on October 7 for a week-

long Dussehra break. 

The assurance came after

Sibal expressed apprehension

over the matter getting delayed

further. Sibal appeared to be

referring to how Chidambaram’s

August 21 plea challenging the

HC decision revoking his interim

protection from arrest, was not

taken up the same day. That even-

ing, a CBI team arrested Chidam-

baram from his residence.

Meanwhile, a Delhi court on

Thursday extended Chidam-

baram’s judicial custody till Octo-

ber 17 and allowed him home-

cooked food once a day after his

counsels told the court that he

had lost weight during his time in

HT Correspondent 
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court

will on Friday hear a bail plea by

former Union minister P Chi-

dambaram, who has been in cus-

tody since August 21 in a corrup-

tion case filed against him by the

Central Bureau of Investigation

(CBI) in connection with the INX

Media deal.

Chidambaram’s petition is

listed before a bench headed by

justice R Banumathi, which on

September 5 dismissed the Con-

gress leader’s request to grant

him a pre-arrest bail in money-

laundering proceedings by the

Enforcement Directorate (ED)

that were initiated simultane-

ously with the CBI case in INX

Media matter.

In the SC, Chidambaram has

challenged the September 30

judgment of the Delhi high court,

which dismissed his petition

seeking regular bail on the

grounds that, being a former

Union home and finance minister

and a serving Rajya Sabha mem-

ber, he wielded sufficient clout to

influence the witnesses. 

Chidambaram’s lawyer, sen-

ior advocate Kapil Sibal, men-

tioned the matter urgently before

a bench led by justice NV Ram-

ana. Sibal approached the bench

because Chief Justice Ranjan

Gogoi is not taking up any freshly

mentioned matters due to the

custody, and was suffering from

indigestion.

Special judge Ajay Kumar

Kuhar sent Chidambaram to

Tihar Jail for another 14 days

after he was produced at the

Rouse Avenue court complex at

the end of his judicial custody. 

Appearing for the CBI, advo-

cate Amit Mahajan on Thursday

sought directions from the court

to extend Chidambaram’s judi-

cial custody. Representing Chi-

dambaram, Sibal and senior

advocate Abhishek Manu

Singhvi did not oppose the plea

and submitted that he has

already put forth their argu-

ments at earlier hearings.

“The investigation is pending.

It is informed that the bail appli-

cation of the accused has been dis-

missed by the high court on Sep-

tember 30. Considering the facts

mentioned in the application, and

that there is no change in the cir-

cumstances as noted in the ear-

lier orders, the judicial remand of

the accused is extended till Sep-

tember 17,” the court ruled.

The CBI is probing alleged

irregularities in the grant of For-

eign Investment Promotion

Board clearance to INX Media for

receiving foreign investment to

the tune of ~305 crore in 2007,

when Chidambaram was finance

minister in Congress-led United

Progressive Alliance (UPA) gov-

ernment. CBI registered an FIR in

the case on May 15, 2017.

P Chidambaram’s custody 
extended, moves SC for bail

n P Chidambaram 
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NEW DELHI: Justice S Ravindra

Bhat on Thursday became the

fifth Supreme Court (SC) judge to

recuse himself from hearing a

plea filed by civil rights activist

Gautam Navlakha, who has chal-

lenged a Bombay high court

order refusing to quash a first

information report (FIR) lodged

against him in the January 1, 2018

caste clashes at Bhima Koregaon

in Maharasthra’s Pune district. 

Navlakha’s interim protection

from arrest granted by the high

court ends on Friday.

On September 30, Chief Justice

Ranjan Gogoi recused himself

from hearing Navlakha’s plea. A

day later, justice BR Gavai who

sat with justices NV Ramana and

Subhash Reddy, requested not to

list the matter before him. The

formal order, uploaded on the SC

website later in the day, reflected

that all the judges on the bench,

including justices Ramana and

Reddy had also recused them-

selves. 

No one has specified a reason

for their recusals, leaving it in the

realm of speculation. 

ior advocate Abhishek Manu

Singhvi, informed the bench that

the protection extended to the

activist from arrest expired on

Friday, justice Mishra assured

him that the appeal would be

heard on Friday. The top court

shuts for a Dussehra break on

October 5. 

Singhvi declined to comment

on the recusals, instead say-

ing: “It’s understandable that

justice Bhat, either possibly for

having appeared or having being

a member of PUDR [People’s

Union for Democratic Rights]

would have recused himself.”

Navlakha’s plea is now listed

before a special bench of justices

Arun Mishra and Deepak Gupta.

On January 1, 2018, violence

broke out in Bhima Koregaon on

the 200th anniversary of a Brit-

ish-era war, leaving one person

dead and 40 more injured. 

The police alleged Navlakha

and others accused in the case

had Maoist links and were work-

ing towards toppling the govern-

ment. They are accused of con-

spiring to foment the Bhima

Koregaon clashes at an event

held in Pune on December 31,

2017, called Elgar Parishad.

Navlakha has denied the char-

ges and called it a political ploy to

muzzle dissent. His lawyers have

argued that the charges are with-

out substance or proof.

On September 13, the high

court refused to quash the FIR

lodged against Navlakha in the

case, noting that prima facie

there was substance in the case.

The HC  extended protection

from arrest to Navlakha for three

weeks to enable him to approach

the SC. Navlakha and the other

accused were booked under the

Unlawful Activities Prevention

Act (UAPA) and the Indian Penal

Code.

Besides Navlakha, four others

— Varavara Rao, a poet-activist;

Arun Ferreira,lawyer; Vernon

Gonsalves, an activist; and Sudha

Bharadwaj, another civil rights

activist — are accused in the case.

Supreme Court senior advo-

cate Sanjay Hedge said judges

recuse for a number of reasons,

but primarily to avoid any situa-

tion where fingers are pointed at

them. “Justice Markandey Katju

had once recused him self from a

case involving Reliance because

he had some shares or units of

Reliance .”

5th SC judge recuses from 
hearing Navlakha petition
BHIMA KOREGAON CASE Next hearing today, when activist’s protection from arrest expires 

n Gautam Navlakha 
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MUMBAI: A family court in Mum-

bai on Thursday granted divorce

to former media baron Peter

Mukerjea and his wife  Indrani

based on a petition they had filed

in September last year.

“Today, the two were formally

divorced after we submitted com-

pliance of the consent terms. The

court accepted it and granted

divorce,” said Edith Dey, one of

the advocates of the couple.

Indrani, 47, and Peter Muker-

jea, 65, had got married in 2002.

Their divorce came at a time

when the couple face trial for

their alleged involvement in the

murder of Indrani’s daughter

from an earlier relationship,

sent on September 18, 2018. The

compliance and transfer of rights

of properties took almost a year to

complete.

On Thursday, the couple’s law-

yers submitted all the documents

which were verified by the judge.

After they filed a divorce peti-

tion, the couple were given six

months’ period to reconsider

their decision. The two remained

firm on their call to end their mar-

riage and conveyed their decision

to the court on Thursday.

The differences between the

couple occurred soon after

Indrani’s arrest in August 2015.

Three months later, Peter too was

arrested by the CBI, alleging that

he knew about the conspiracy

and had played a key role in the

murder.

Indrani, Peter granted divorce

›
Today, the two were
divorced after we 

submitted compliance 
of consent terms. 
The court accepted it... 
EDITH DEY,  Couple’s lawyer

NO CLEAN CHIT 
TO DR KAFEEL: UP
LUCKNOW: The Uttar Pradesh 
government on Thursday said Dr 
Kafeel Khan has not been given a 
clean chit in connection with the 
death of over 60 children at the 
Gorakhpur Medical College. At a 
press meet, principal secretary 
medical education Rajnish Dubey 
said Khan was misleading the 
people by giving false statements 
that he had been absolved of the 
charges. Out of the four charges 
against Khan, two have been 
confirmed, said Dubey, adding 
that the remaining two — first 
that he failed to dispose of his 
duties as the paediatrics depart-
ment in-charge and, second that  
he did not alert his seniors and 
failed to manage with facilities 
available when the oxygen crisis 
hit — are still being probed. 

shortstories

n Sheikh Hasina 

Shreya Nandi
n shreya.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The world economy is

at a crossroads with many coun-

tries adopting protectionism

while looking to deepen globali-

zation, Singapore’s deputy

prime minister, Heng Swee Keat,

said on Thursday at the World

Economic Forum’s India Eco-

nomic Summit in New Delhi.

Heng highlighted three global

trends and challenges—the

retreat from globalization in

some parts of the world, rapid

technological change, and grow-

ing inequality.

“There are major changes in

the global economy. In some

parts of the world, there is a great

desire to retreat from globaliza-

tion and, in some parts, there is a

great desire to integrate our

economy better to have better

specialization and division of

labour, and how, through that,

we can raise productive effi-

ciency of the resources we have.

That is one aspect,” Heng said.

“We are seeing growing ine-

quality in terms of wealth and

income, both within countries

and across countries. We are see-

ing a lot of concerns about the

impact of economic growth on

sustainable development, on the

environment,” he said.

Heng warned of greater eco-

nomic uncertainty because of

the ongoing US-China trade war.

The conflict will significantly

disrupt the global supply chain if

it continues, he said. “There is

trade friction. There is no sign of

it abating. This is a very impor-

tant time for us to come together

and look at what is it we can do

together, given this broader

global context of South-East Asia

and rest of the Asia, and all those

like-minded countries around

the world can come together, and

support global integration and

for us to tackle many global chal-

lenges around the world,” he

said.

“All of us are suffering eco-

nomic damage. It’s quite unprec-

edented,” Heng said. 

Technological changes are

also growing and this will have a

significant impact on almost

every sector and the importance

of innovation will be crucial, he

said.

The world is in the middle of a

technology-led transformation,

said Sequoia Capital India man-

aging director Shailendra Singh.

The compound effect of smart-

phones, now in the hands of half

a billion Indians, rapid digital

payment systems and India’s tax

reforms, including the imple-

mentation of the goods and servi-

ces tax, have driven rapid

changes in the economy, he said.

W O R L D  E C O N O M I C  F O R U M

World economy at crossroads: Singapore dy PM

n Heng Swee Keat 

NEW DELHI: Chief Justices were

appointed to seven high courts on

Thursday, the Law Ministry said.

Justice Ravi Shankar Jha, act-

ing chief justice of the Madhya

Pradesh high court, has been

appointed as Chief Justice of the

Punjab and Haryana high court.

Similarly, Justice Ajai Lamba,

a judge of the Allahabad HC, has

been elevated as Chief Justice of

the Gauhati HC. Justice Indrajt

Mahanty, a judge of the Bombay

HC, has been appointed as Chief

Justice in Rajasthan.

Justice A Mani Kumar, a judge

of the Madras HC, has been ele-

vated as the Chief Justice of the

Kerala HC. Similarly, Justice L N

Swamy, a judge in the Karnataka

HC, was elevated as Chief Justice

of the Himachal Pradesh HC.

 Justice J K Maheshwari, a

judge of the Madhya Pradesh HC,

has been appointed as the Chief

Justice of the Andhra Pradesh

HC.

 Justice A K Goswami, a judge

in the Gauhati High Court, has

been elevated as Chief Justice of

the Sikkim HC.

Chief justices 
to seven high 
courts appointed

HT Correspondent 
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court

on Thursday indicated that it

would not dilute the Scheduled

Caste and Scheduled Tribe (Pre-

vention of Atrocities) Amend-

ment Act , 2018, that re-intro-

duced the stringent provisions

of the law after they were

watered down by the top court

last year.

Led by justice Arun Mishra, a

three-judge bench said: “We

don’t want to dilute the provi-

sions. As it is, the law before the

judgment of justice Adarsh Goel

has been restored by our judg-

ment in the review. We will not

be touching anything more.” 

The bench then reserved its

verdict on a batch of petitions

questioning the amended law.

The apex court had on Tues-

day set aside its March 20, 2018

verdict that curtailed police’s

power to arrest under the SC/ST

Act. Subsequent to the judg-

ment, Parliament passed an

amendment to the law last year

to effectively nullify the effect of

the court order. The changes

were challenged before the top

court again. 

During the hearing on Thurs-

day, the bench hinted that it was

open to uphold the amendment.

The petitioners wanted the

court to restore the provisions

for a preliminary inquiry into

complaints as well as anticipa-

tory bail that was spelt out in the

2018 verdict.

On anticipatory bail, Justice

Mishra quoted an earlier Con-

stitution bench verdict that said

pre-arrest bail can be granted in

cases where a prima facie case

under the SC/ST Act is not made

out. This law, the court said,

stands in light of the judgment

delivered on the review petition

two days back. When a lawyer

tried to place before the court

instances of misuse of the Act,

the court clarified that such

false cases will be decided on

their merits.

“These provisions (relating

to preliminary inquiry) will not

be struck down and will stand

the way they did under the

Lalita Kumari judgment. The

law under Justice Goel’s judg-

ment has now been struck

down,” the court remarked. 

The 2013 Lalita Kumari judg-

ment had made it mandatory to

register a first information

report (FIR) in a case of cogniza-

ble offence.

The Supreme Court’s March

2018 order diluting the provi-

sions of the SC/ST Act had trig-

gered widespread protests, and

activists had argued that the low

conviction rates under the law

showed it needed to be bol-

stered, not weakened.

Will not dilute provisions of 
amended SC/ST Act, says SC

COURT’S STATEMENT 
COMES DAYS AFTER SC 
SET ASIDE ITS 2018 
ORDER THAT DILUTED 
SOME PROVISIONS OF 
THE SC/ST ACT, AIMED AT 
CURBING VIOLENCE 
AGAINST MARGINALISED  

reiterated that the site was

revered as the birthplace of

Hindu god Ram for centuries. 

The court also restrained a

Hindu party from placing or rely-

ing on any new evidence, saying it

won’t allow it at this stage of the

hearing that entered its 36th day

on Thursday. “Just because a

five-judge Constitution bench is

sitting you cannot bring new

materials at this stage. The bench

is hearing this case because of the

importance and sensitivity of the

matter,” said the bench.

The bench stopped senior

advocate P N Mishra, appearing

for a Hindu party, from referring

to the sacredness of Ram Sethu, a

mythological bridge believed to

have been built by Ram.

The bench said that at this

stage, it would not consider any

fresh material that did not come

up during the submissions. “If we

consider your new material then

we will have to give other side

time to rebut it. Sorry we can’t

take any new evidence at this

stage,” the bench said.

(With Agency inputs)
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NEW DELHI: The humble construc-

tion material Lime-Surkhi held

centre stage at the hearing in the

Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid

title suit in the Supreme Court on

Thursday even as the judges said

they will not take into considera-

tion any new evidence at this

stage in the case. 

Senior advocate CS Vaidya-

nathan, arguing on behalf of Ram

Lalla, the child deity, rejected the

arguments of the Muslim parties

that Lime-Surkhi was introduced

in India during the Islamic rule. 

The Muslim parties had

argued that the plaster made of

Lime-Surkhi on the walls of a

structure, discovered by the

Archeological Survey of India

during excavations in Ayodhya

in 2003, was evidence that it was

Islamic and part of an Idgah,

where Eid prayers are offered. 

But Vaidyanathan rejected the

argument and said excavations in

Kaushambi in Uttar Pradesh also

showed the use of Lime-Surkhi

Ayodhya hearing: Hindu parties 
reject Muslim claim over site

THE COURT ALSO 
RESTRAINED A HINDU 
PARTY FROM PLACING 
ANY NEW EVIDENCE, 
SAYING IT WON’T 
ALLOW IT AT THIS 
STAGE OF THE HEARING 


	Indian Express
	Hindustan Times

